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Parish Mission Statement

“Following the example of our patron St. Stephen, we are called to be witnesses of God’s love
and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish.”

PARISH Reverend Ron Hopmeir, Pastor

3949 Wllmmgton Avenue frron@saintstephenstl.org

St. Louis, MO 63116 Ms. Pam Hol

314 481-1133 - ram TOInes,

314 481-6036 fax Director of Liturgical Music and Worship, pholmes0525@gmail.com
stephenprossp@gmail.com Mrs. Mary Regan, Pastoral Associate
www.saintstephenstl.org maryreganssp@gmail.com

Chapel of Sts. Mary and Joseph Mrs. Barbara Edelmann, Office Manager / Bookkeeper,

6304 Minnesota barbedelmannssp@gmail.com

St. Louis, MO 63111 Mrs. Leigh Manalang, Senior Ministry Coordinator,

SCHOOL leighsgsm@gmail.com
3929 Wilmington Avenue Mrs. Michel Wendell, Principal
St. Louis, MO 63116
g}j-zgg__g 1722 fax Mrs. Mary Paule, Child Safety Co?rdinator, Secretary,
michelwendellssp@gmail.com marypaulessp@gmail.com
www.http://school.saintstephenstl.org

michelwendellssp@gmail.com



STEWARDSHIP: SHARING TIME, TALENT, TREASURE and PRAYER

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”
(1 John 3:1)
During this season of giving, let us remember the most important gift we have received — being

children of God. As God’s children, it's important that we express our love for others as well. Tell

your spouse, children and other family members and friends that you love them, frequently.

December 20 Sunday Contributions $ 4,749.00
On-line Giving Contribution $ 5,824.00
Total weekly contribution $10,573.00
R&I $ 171.00
Tuition Assistance $ 841.00
Seminary $ 10.00
January special collection: The Review

December 27 Sunday Contributions

Due to the early bulletin deadline we do not have the
Sunday contributions for December 27. They will be in
the January 10 bulletin.

Youth Ministry

Attention high school students!

Happy New Year — join us this Wednesday, January
6" for a Mass & Social from 7-9 PM at Bishop DuBourg
High School. As always, contact Lauren at
lauren@saintlouislifeteen.org with any questions or check
out www.saintlouislifeteen.org for more information.

Donations Needed! In order to be able to keep the
costs of our March for Life pilgrimage down, we are in
need of some donations (both items and monetary
donations). Please checkout www.saintlouislifeteen.org or
contact Lauren for more information!

Lectors

Saturday, January 9
4:00 PM - TBA
Sunday, January 10
8:00 AM - TBA

10:30 AM - TBA
Servers

Saturday, January 9

4:00 PM - G. Manalang, A. Manalang
Sunday, January 10

8:00 AM - L. Jones, S. Wilson

10:30 AM - C. Hicks, A. Venneman

Eucharistic Adoration

Did you know that on Wednesdays the church is open
after Mass until 4 PM for anyone to come pray. Enter
through the bell tower door on the east side of the church.
You are invited to come and spend some quiet time in
prayer in this busy world.

On-line Giving

Away on business or vacation? Consider online giving
that allows you to give anytime, anywhere with a click of
a button. The link to online giving is
https://osvonlinegiving.com/809
Please consider giving online.

This Week at St. Stephen Protomartyr

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
January 4 January 5 January 6 January 7 January 8 January 9 January 10
Liturgy of the Mass 8 AM Mass 8 AM Mass 8 AM  All School Mass = Mass 8 AM Masses
Word with 8 AM 8 AM &
Communion Arthritis Arthritis 10:30 AM
8 AM Exercise Exercise
9 AM 9 AM
Quilters 6 - 8th grade
9AM -2 PM Parent meeting Vigil Mass

4 PM
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Looking Ahead

¢ January 23 - Gala

¢ January 31 - School Open House -- Catholic Schools
Week begins

¢ February 6 - Jubilarian Mass and Dinner

¢ February 7 - Parish Chicken Dinner

¢ February 26 - 27 - Dan Schutte Lenten Concert and
Morning of Reflection

WELCOME!

If you are new to St. Stephen Protomartyr parish or
just visiting, Welcomel!!

Visitors please sign the Guest Book found near the
main entrance to the Church.

If you would like to register in the parish, please call
or email the parish office. Welcome to the
neighborhood and parish community!!

Happy New Year! January is upon us and the Gala preparations are in full swing for these last few weeks
before the main event!

By now, everyone should have received their invitation (If not, please let us know.) If you have not RSVP’d, please
do so as soon as possible. While we should be able to accommodate all who want to attend, space is limited. We
encourage you to send in your reply cards as soon as possible with payment. Paid reservations will be honored in the
order received. Also, please consider pre-registering with your debit or credit card. It will eliminate your having to take
time out of the evening to pay for any purchases. All guests, regardless of the method of payment will receive a receipt
in the mail shortly after the event.

+ Donations: Thanks to all who have already donated items, services, signup parties, and wine, as well as those
who have supported the event with cash donations. In order to have the program printed, we need to be aware of
any other donations before Jan. 9th. All Gala-related forms, including the donation form, are available on the
parish website at www.saintstephenstl.org/gala.

+ Volunteers Still Needed: We are in need of volunteers to help with set up, clean up, and to work the night of
the Gala event. High school students are needed to volunteer this evening. If you are interested in being a part of
the experience, please contact Bridgette or Ann Marie to help.

+ Raffle Tickets: Tickets for our Mega Cash, PS4, iPad Air 2, and Quilt raffles continue to be available after all
masses. Our raffle ticket order form is also available on the parish website if it's more convenient to order by mail or
if you'd like to share the opportunity with others.

Please don’t forget to check out our Facebook and Twitter pages! We have more frequent updates and pictures
there to get your excitement growing and make those final decisions on attire for the evening!
Later,

Bridgette Fyvie & Ann Marie Guntli

314.477.9008 / 314.283.1536

gala@saintstephenstl.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sspgala

Twitter: @sspgala




St. Stephen Protomartyr Parish

Miracle Messages

One Christmas not long ago a parish had a ticklish
situation regarding its pageant. It wasn't the pageant
itself - that was exactly the same as anyone could
remember. The pageant would build as it always had to
the climactic moment when the parish's eldest high
school girl would hold a live baby Jesus on her lap. The
tricky part this particular year would be choosing the
baby: four new babies were born in the congregation in
the past year, with a fifth due before show time. The
pastor remembers:

"l called on my staff for help: | sent an e-mail to my
colleagues with a question in the subject line: Who is
Jesus? Of course, what | was asking was, How will we
choose a baby and how we will explain the choice? Yet
every time they hit "reply,' the subject came back to me
like a repeating, sounding joy:

Who is Jesus?

"Who is Jesus? is the simple yet profound question of
the pageant. The answer comes as one participates in
the storytelling. For children in my congregation, this
means moving through every role in the story as they
grow: they begin in the manger itself, proceed to the far
end of the sanctuary as an animal or angel, return to the
front in the speaking parts (including Herod) and then
enter the aura of the holy couple by playing Mary or
Joseph. Our tradition is that everyone is included;
everyone experiences the cycle.

"The rest of the year we strain to tell this story . . . we
strive to explore incarnation, we seek to share Scripture
and endeavor to name our spiritual gifts. But for a brief
moment this Christmas, we'll find all of that easily in our

pageant casting. We'll meet at the manger."
[From "A role for everyone" by Kenneth F. Baily, The Christian
Century, November 28, 2012.]

4L Whether we are shepherd or king, angel or seer,
parent or child, our journey to and with Christ begins
at the manger where we behold, in the clearest light,
the love of God becoming human like us, for us. In
our journeys through the time God has given us, we
seek signs of God in our midst; we seek happiness
that is authentic and real - and, in the end, we come
to realize that it is love in all its joy and sorrow, in all
its demands and gifts, that make us real and whole
human beings. May our everyday lives of both
struggle and grace in 2016 be a constant epiphany of
re-creation and transformation in the love of Jesus,

www.saintstephenstl.org

the Light and Word of God made human for us. 3-
From: Connections: January 2016

Readings for the Week

Monday, Holy Innocents: 1 Jn 1:5-2:2 Ps 124:2-5, 7-8
Mt 2:13-18
Tuesday, Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity
of the Lord: 1 Jn 2:3-11 Ps 96:1-3,5-6 Lk 2:22-35
Wednesday, Sixth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord: 1 Jn 2:12-17 Ps 96:7-10
Lk 2:36-40
Thursday, Seventh Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord: 1 Jn 2:18-21 Ps 96:1-2, 11-13
Jn 1:1-18
Friday, Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God:
Nm 6:22-27 Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8 Gal 4:4-7
Lk 2:16-21
Saturday, Sts. Basil and Gregory: 1 Jn 2:22-28
Ps 98:1-4 Jn 1:19-28
Sunday, The Epiphany of the Lord: Is 60:1-6
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 Eph 3:2-3, 5-6 Mt 2:1-12

Jubilee Anniversary Mass and Dinner

St. Stephen Protomartyr would like to invite all couples
from our parish who have reached a milestone in
marriage to celebrate at our Jubilee Anniversary Mass
and Dinner on Saturday, February 6, 2016. We will be
honoring those who celebrated 25, 30, 35, 40, 45 or 50
years of marriage in 2015. We also welcome anyone who
has been married more than 50 years to join us. The
celebration will start with 4:00 pm Mass and continue with
dinner following in the parish hall.

We hope you can join us in our celebration! Please
complete this form and return it to the parish office by
January 28 to make your reservation. For more
information, call Mary Paule at 314-481-1133.

\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD
: Jubilee Anniversary Celebration at SSP
4
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¥ Wedding Anniversary Date
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Welcome to Our New Parishioners Holy Name Society

Please extend a warm SSP welcome \~
to the following family who registered in 7
the parish during December: fW%om?
Laurie Koenig
and
Nikki DeRousse and
sons Robert and Brantley

Ever Thought about Becoming a Stephen Minister?

South Grand Senior Ministry will be
training a class of Stephen Ministers
in February 2016. Stephen Ministers
work alongside our pastors to care,
encourage, and provide emotional
and spiritual support to people who
are going through a difficult time,
such as divorce, grief,
hospitalization, terminal or chronic illness, or loneliness.
If you have gifts for caring, encouragement, and listening,
please begin to prayerfully consider whether you might
want to be part of this exciting ministry. If you think you
might be interested, contact Leigh Manalang at 481-1133
or leighsgsm@gmail.com.

Men’s Retreat

The Year of Mercy is upon us. When filling out your 2016
calendars consider refreshing your souls with a weekend
retreat. Our annual men’s White House retreat begins
with dinner on Thursday, March 31. The retreat will
end after lunch on Sunday April 3.

God is calling all of us to “Come aside and rest a

while” (Mk 6:31). Consider making a silent Lenten retreat
on the beautiful bluffs of the Mississippi. Contemplate
the mercy God has for all of us.

Access www.whretreat.org to see the White House
facilities and learn more about this Ignatian retreat
experience. A DVD is also available.

For more information contact:
Dennis Carosello -- 351-6219
Larry Esswein -- 351-1417
Ron Thenhaus -- 609-2565.

Dear Member,

On behalf of the St. Stephen Holy Name Society we
wish you and your family a wonderful and joyous
Christmas season. This past year has been an eventful
year for the HNS, with contributions made to School,
Clavius Project, painting of school hall and SVDP.
Many exciting things are happening at St Stephens. The
Holy Name dinner is in many ways a celebration of the
past year and kick off for the upcoming year.

Thank you for your generous donations to the Rowe
family at the December meeting, we collected a little over
$2,500 which will be used to help the family pay family
expenses. We truly appreciate your generosity.

The annual dinner meeting will be held on Tuesday,
January 12, 2016. We will once again hold our dinner at
The Feasting Fox, 4200 South Grand. The bar will open
at 6:00 PM with dinner shortly after 7:00 PM. Our dinner
entrees will have a choice to two meats, a salad, sides,
dessert and coffee. We will serve beer, wine, and soda
with a cash bar.

Please complete the form below and return as soon
as possible.

Just a reminder we have one very important
fundraiser happening in the next month - the St Stephen
annual Sports Trivia Night on Saturday, January 30,
2016. We are going to need help setting up and tearing
down before and after the event; any help would be
appreciated. If you have any questions or need more
details please call or e-mail me at 314-752-3631 or
tedhars@mindspring.com.

Thanks and we look forward to seeing you on the 13"
and the 30™
Please cut out this form and return back

Name

Phone

_____$30 for the annual dinner meeting and dues on
January 12" at the Feasting Fox

_____$5 for annual membership

Make checks payable to: St. Stephen’s Holy Name
Society

Please mail your check to Ted Hartzler, 3757 Wilmington,
St. Louis, MO 63116

Ted Hartzler — President  Andy Sciaroni -Spiritual
Director
Tim O’Connell-Vice President Mike Lohff —Treasurer
Scott Riebe-Sergeant of Arms
Matt Guntli— Secretary



SOUTH GRAND SENIOR MINISTRY OFFERS MANY SERVICES

The New Year is a good time to remind our parishioners about South Grand Senior Ministry (SGSM), or introduce new
parishioners to this partnership of churches in South St. Louis. Currently, there are six member churches including
Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Cecilia, St. John the Baptist, St. Pius V and St. Stephen
Protomartyr.

SGSM provides a variety of support services for older adult members of the parishes as well as any senior living in the
service area.

Our Services and Programs Include:

Medical Transportation: Volunteer drivers take seniors who don’t drive to medical appointments during the week. A
transportation coordinator fields the phone calls and matches riders with drivers. All drivers complete a background
check (Family Care Safety Registry) through the Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services. Riders are
registered through parish staff members.

Educational Workshops: Our Aging Wisely series offers educational topics for seniors and caregivers, plus a
complimentary lunch. The monthly series rotates throughout the parishes in the ministry. Some examples are veterans
benefits, memory care, adult day care and hospice. The programs are free and open to everyone.

Day Trips: We offer social engagement through day trip excursions on chartered buses. We have explored places such
as Cape Girardeau, Washington, St. Genevieve, Amish Country, Hermann, and Alton, lllinois.

Spiritual Opportunities: Bi-annually, we offer Lenten and Advent Days of Reflection with guest speakers to deepen
relationships with God.

Stephen Ministry: We all experience challenges in life -- times when we could benefit from care and support. This
program equips laypeople to provide the emotional and spiritual care we need when faced with a crisis or difficulty such
as loss of a loved one, hospitalization, loneliness or discouragement, a chronic or terminal iliness, aging issues and
more. Stephen Ministry is confidential -- the identity of those receiving care and everything they discuss with a Stephen
Minister remain private.

Health Promotion: Free and low-cost exercise classes are available at the different parishes and open to all. Some
options are arthritis exercise and balance classes.

Yard Work: Available youth/service groups are placed at seniors’ homes to complete leaf raking, bush trimming, gutter
cleaning and more during the spring, summer and fall.

Nurse Support: Parish nurses can provide health screenings, explain medications and physicians’ instructions, answer
questions about health or iliness, offer referrals, and give flu shots to homebound seniors.

Social Worker Support: Information & referrals to community resources, such as utility help, home health agencies and
other assistance programs. Yearly reviews offered for health insurance and prescription drug plans. Also provide
assistance with property tax credits and senior housing options.

South Grand Senior News: An informative bi-monthly newsletter with upcoming events and community resources is
mailed to all parishioners 60 years and older.

Volunteer Opportunities: SGSM offers active parishioners meaningful volunteer experiences. We recruit volunteers to
drive seniors to the doctor, train as Stephen Ministers, help with yard maintenance, label newsletter mailings, plan
outings and provide support for seniors who need it. Every talent is needed and appreciated.

OFFICE HOURS

Leigh Manalang, MSW, is the Senior Ministry Coordinator for St, Stephen. She is available in the parish office on
Mondays and Wednesday, 9:00 am — 3:00 pm. You may contact her at 314-481-1133 ext. 307 or
leighsgsm@gmail.com.



St. Stephen Protomartyr

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, January 4
8:00 AM - Liturgy of the Word with Communion
Tuesday, January 5
8:00 AM -
Wednesday, January 6
8:00 AM - Rose Ann Bruemmer
Thursday, January 7
8:00 AM - All members of the Wuertz Family
Friday, January 8
8:00 AM - Blanche DeGreef
Saturday, January 9
8:00 AM - Charlie Barthel
4:00 PM - Patricia Hutchison
Sunday, January 19
8:00 AM - Our Parishioners
10:30 AM - Bev Plassmeyer

PLEASE PRAY

for our sick and recovering
Nader Attarian - Suzi Beck - Rich Brown - James
Forgash - Mary Lopinot - Herb Herberts -
Waumeda Merritt - Dan Nichols - Joey Renick -
Brad Rowe - Margaret Ringkamp - Bill Warren

for our homebound
Rich Brown - Dorothy Flippin - Jeanette Holmer -
Rosemary Kobylinski - Florence Morrison -
Delores & Ralph Riley - Rose Schuster

for those in nursing homes

Lorraine Burke - Ellie Kearns - Cecilia Olson -
Waumeda Merritt - Gene VanderPluym

for family members serving in the military
Joel Bruce - Derek Hirtz - Brandon Johnson
Stephen Napier - Jack Rennick - Brian Schoellhorn -
Donald Shaver - Mitch Sollmann - Mark Tisius -
Bradley Westcott

DEVOTIONS

Tuesdays, after 8 am Mass: Perpetual Help Devotions
Wednesdays, 8:45 am—4:00 pm: Church is open for
Eucharistic Adoration

First Friday of the month, Holy Hour and Benediction
after the 8:00 AM Mass.

www.saintstephenstl.org

SAINTSTEPI—IEN

Saint Stephen Protomartyr Parish

Parish Office Hours 314-481-1133
Monday through Thursday: 8:30 AM — 4:30 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM — 3:00 PM
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, Holidays and Holy Days

Bulletin Article Deadline
Monday at 12:00 PM. prior to the weekend bulletin.

Sacramental Celebrations
Eucharist
Saturday evening Vigil:
4:00 PM
Sunday:
8:00 AM
10:30 AM (nursery available)
Monday: Liturgy of the Word with Communion
8:00 AM
Tuesday through Saturday: Mass
8:00 AM
Holy Day:
8:00 AM and 7:00 PM

Infant and Child Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated at any weekend liturgy or on the
last Sunday of the month following the 10:30 am.
Eucharist. Parents are asked to call the parish office to
arrange a Baptism.

Adult Initiation / Reception into the Catholic Church
Any adult who would like to know more about our Catholic
faith, and/or who is interested in becoming a member of the
Catholic Church, please call the parish office.

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:00 - 3:30 PM

Marriage
Please contact one of the clergy at least six months prior to
the planned date of marriage.

Anointing of the Sick
We have a communal celebration of this sacrament at the
weekend liturgies in the fall and in the spring.
If you would like to be anointed before entering the
hospital or if you are homebound, please call the parish office.

Parish School of Religion
Parish School of Religion formal classes in our Catholic Faith
Children: 4 yrs. through 8th grade and high school
Located on the campus of St. John the Baptist Parish.
Call the PSR Director at 314-773-3070.

Church Nursery
Located in the rectory basement during 10:30 AM Mass.
Enter by way of the alley. Staffed by parents.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children ages 4 through second grade are invited to participate
and hear the scriptures in a way meaningful to their age. Held
the first Sunday in September through Mother’s Day excluding
holidays.



Cruises

=& Land Tours=

e o o)

Gloria & Fred Wessels

314-353-0335

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise

Land Tours now available 314.809.2016 starting as low as $1045 per couple. Daily Mass and
636.778.1217 Rosary offered. Deposit of only $100 per person
Cthy Mann CHULICK FUNERAL HOME will reserve your cabin.
© Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless, an Official
St Ste[)hmFé’grailts(l)ﬁlioner 5611 South Grand Boulevard Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785 af s0s ok
cathymann.findshomeinstiouis.com (314) 351-0060

FUNERAL HOME

2906 GRAVOIS, 772-3000
10151 GRAVOIS, 842-4458
5255 LEMAY FERRY, 894-4500

TRee & LAWN CARE EXPERTS SINCE 1880

$20 OFF

Tree Pruning/Removal
(314) 961-5440
www.davey.com

Sales, Installation & Service
351-5580 Victor Vitt, Jr. - President

Your Real Estate
Expert for THE HILLS
(Holly Hills & St. Louis Hills)

TIM SWEENEY

R

REALTOR

314-635-8811
tim@realtortimsweeney.com

A way for you to partner with service
providers who support your parish through
their sponsorship of the parish bulletin.

DAVID J. BORGMEYER, D.D.S.
AUGUSTINE J. BORGMEYER, D.D.S.
5914 LEONA STREET (314) 351-6554
SAINT LOUIS, MO 63116 Fax (314) 353-4035

Phone: 314-677-6454
Mobile: 314-517-3998
Email: DeniseDowd@kw.com

www.DeniseDowd.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parishin

Your Will.

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

www.PALUCHPARTNERS.com email: djbd2thdoc@shcglobal.net
Denise Dowd COURTNEY’S
REALTOR® HEATING & COOLING

Phil Courtney, St. Ambrose Alumni
24 Hr. Emergency Service
314-481-9500

www.cour tneyshvac.com

FLESCH BROTHERS
CONSTRUCTION CO.
Remodeling Since 1968
Kitchens « Baths »« Windows
Decks « Vinyl Siding
John P. Flesch Joe Flesch
314-638-8927

SALES &
SERVICE

Heating & Cooling Systems
Since 1904

HEATING « COOLING

y .
Mel's Service
COMPLETE AUTO
REPAIRS & TOWING
Mike Schwent, Owners
3970 Wilmington Ave
481-4828

TIM CELLA
TONY DEGENHARDT,

7624 South Broadway
314/631-1554

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE

PUSH TALK

OHMER & OHMER PC
Attorneys at Law
Trusts & Wills

Income Tax
Probate Court

NOW OPEN

ST. LOUIS

Altenheim
New Nursing Care Center

5408 South Broadway
www.altenheim-stlouis.com

6233 Gravoi

CHIPPEWA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Bruce H. Kurka, D.V.M.
3850 Chippewa at Gustine

772-0292

20 minutes or less from
anywherein St. Louis!

314-353-7225
902450 St Stephen Protomartyr

Since 1922

314-832-4433

24/7 HELP

$19.95*/Mo. + 1 FREE MONTH

No Long-Term Contracts

Price Guarantee
American Made
e auto e life
* home  business
< health = long term care

Steve Butz

9700 Mackenzie, Suite 120
Saint Louis, Missouri 63123

314.752.2500

*First Three Months

1-877-801-8608

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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