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Monday 
December 19 

Tuesday 
December 20 

Wednesday 
December 21 

Thursday 
December 22 

Friday 
December 23 

Saturday 
December 24 

Sunday 
December 25 

Liturgy of the 
Word with 

Communion 
8 AM 

 
Quilters 

9 AM - 2 PM 
 

Christmas 
Novena  

7 PM 

All School Mass 
8 AM  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas 
Novena  

7 PM 

Mass 8 AM   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas 
Novena  

7 PM 

Mass 8 AM  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas 
Novena  

7 PM 

Mass 8 AM 
 
 

Christmas 
Novena  

7 PM 
 
 

Decorate 
church after 

Novena 
 

Christmas Eve 
 Masses  
5 PM & 
10 PM 

 
 

Mass 
10:00 AM 

 
 
 

Lectors   

Saturday,  December 24 

5:00 PM - TBD 

10:00 PM - TBD 

Sunday, December 25 

10:00 AM - M. Moylan, R. Moylan 

Servers 

Saturday, December 24 

5:00 PM - Essy P., Anthony P. 

10:00 PM - T.J.,  

Sunday, December 25 

10:00 AM - Sarah G., 

STEWARDSHIP: SHARING TIME, TALENT, TREASURE and PRAYER 

THIS WEEK AT ST. STEPHEN PROTOMARTYR 

AED TRAINING 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home.” 
Matthew 1:24 

Putting our complete trust in the Lord without expecting anything in return.  Striving to put God first in all things 
and follow Him wherever He may led us.  As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for the strength and 
courage to be a model of discipleship, just as Joseph was. 

ATTENTION ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!  
     We will NOT meet this week - please enjoy the time 

off with your friends and families! We will see you 

on Dec. 28th for an ugly sweater Christmas party!  

Please see www.saintlouislifeteen.org for more 

information!  

December 11 Sunday Contribution $  4,250.00 

On-line Giving Contribution $  1,833.00 

Total weekly contribution              $  6,083.00 

R & I  $     170.00  

Tuition Assistance $     120.00 

 

December Special Collection: Seminary, Christmas 

flowers      

     An Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is used in 

case of a heart related emergency to shock the heart 

back to a normal rhythm.   

     We are in the process of ordering three AED’s for the 

St. Stephen Protomartyr campus; one for the Parish 

Center area, one for the school and one for the church. 

     A training session for CPR and AED certification will 

be held on Sunday, January 22 from 12 to 3 PM.  Thanks 

to Rachel Moylan, there will be no cost to individuals for 

this training.  This training is limited to the first 20 

individuals to sign up.  We encourage coaches, scout 

leaders liturgical ministers and other interested persons to 

sign up for the training.  To register for training contact 

Rachel Moylan at Rachel@stl-cpr.com.    

     If you are already CPR and AED certified please send 

a copy of your certification for our files to the rectory. 
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WELCOME! 
 

     If you are new to St. Stephen Protomartyr parish or just visiting, Welcome!!   

     Visitors please sign the Guest Book found near the main entrance to the Church. 

     If you would like to register in the parish, please call or email the parish office.  Welcome to the neighborhood and 

parish community!! 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MEMORIALS 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA 

FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN 

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS 

     We are accepting donations for flowers 

in Church  for this Christmas season in 

honor of the living and deceased members 

of the parish or of your family.  Mark your 

donation for “Flowers” and list the name(s) 

of those you wish to remember.  You may place your 

donation in the collection basket or drop it by the rectory.  

At the end of the season, the flowers may be taken home 

by those who made a donation. 

     If you prefer to make a donation 

toward the renovation of the figures 

of the nativity scene, you may also 

do that as a special way to 

remember past generations and 

also a way to continue to tell the Christmas story for 

generations.   

     Thank you for your generosity 

     Please come help decorate the church for 

Christmas.  We will meet after the Christmas Novena on 

December 23.   We need help putting up the trees and 

lights, arranging the nativity scene, hanging the wreaths 

and boughs etc.  Grade 

school students, high school 

students, college students, 

moms and dads — everyone 

come help. 

Please join us for  

Our annual Christmas Novena  

Maranatha 

December 17—23 

7 PM 

Give yourself the gift of a half hour of peace and serenity, 

prayer and song during this Advent season.  Attending 

the Novena is a wonderful way to refresh your spirit as we 

join together to Prepare, Wait and Anticipate the coming 

of Christ.  Come for one night or for all seven. 

     On the Feast of St. Stephen, December 26, we will 

have a reception in the rectory to celebrate 

our patron’s feast day.  No reservation 

required.  If you would like to bring some 

cookies you are welcome to but not 

required. 

Come and enjoy. 

          PLEASE NOTE:  Christmas and New Year’s 

Masses will follow a holiday schedule and NOT a 

weekend schedule. 

December 24 -- Christmas Eve 

Vigil Mass at 5 PM with sung Christmas music  

30 minutes before Mass begins 

Night Mass at 10 PM  with sung Christmas music  

15 minutes before Mass begins 

December 25 -- Christmas Day 

Mass at 10 AM with sung Christmas music 15 minutes 

before Mass begins 

December 26 -- The Feast of St. Stephen  

Mass at 8 AM followed by a reception in the Rectory 

December 31 -- Feast of Mary, the Mother of God 

Vigil Mass at 4:00 PM 

January 1 -- Feast of Mary, the Mother of God 

Mass at 10:30 AM 
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♦ December 23 - Decorate the church for Christmas  

♦ December 26 - Feast of St. Stephen 

♦ December 26 - 30 - 8th Grade Hoops Tournament 

♦ January 8 - Pancake Breakfast 

♦ January 8 - Choral Club Concert 1 PM 

♦ January 22 - AED training  

♦ January 29 - Catholic Schools Week begins 

♦ February 18 - Anniversary Dinner 

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25   Ps 71:3-4, 5-6, 16-17 

 Lk 1:5-15 

Tuesday: Is 7:10-14   Ps 24L1-6   Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday, St. Peter Canisius: Sg 2:8-14    

 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21   Lk 1:39-45 

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28   (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8   Lk 1:46-56 

Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24   Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14    

 Lk 1:57-66 

Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16   Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29 

 Lk 1:676-69 

The Nativity of the Lord:  Is 62:1-5    

 Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29     Acts 13:16-17, 22-25  

 Mt 1:1-25 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

LOOKING AHEAD 

THANK YOU 

MONTHLY SVDP REPORT 

ADVENT REFLECTION 

November 2016  Report 

Utility Assistance                                           

25 helped with Electric = $2,480.66 

4 helped with Gas = $406.21  

Other                                                               

3 helped at Thrift Store -- 9 beds and household items

($1,719.00 minus $1,719.00 credits) 

1 helped with burial expenses - $500.00 

 Food Pantry 

727 individuals served in 291 families 

Total:  33 cases - $5,105.87 minus $1,719.00 thrift store 

credits = $3,386.87 out of pocket for the month of 

November 2016. 

Thank you for your continuing support.  Any questions … 

contact Jim Prag (jp4121@sbcglobal.net 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Paying attention to dreams.  
When we get to be of a certain age, we do not always 

sleep through the night.  We are awakened by dreams, by 

concerns not yet resolved, by other needs.  Joseph has a 

problem.  He wants to be righteous.  He does not want to 

shame another.  He sleeps on it.  He dreams.  And God 

speaks.  

♦ What might God be telling me in the quiet of the 

night?  

♦ How will my prayer, my concern be answered? 

♦ What will I choose to do? 

     On Wednesday evening, 

December 7,  the following 

children celebrated the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

for the first time.   

 

Rhemi A. 

Jack B. 

Rebecca C. 

Bianca C. 

Ella C. 

Lucas C.  

Francis F.  

Nolan G.  

Emma H.  

Audrey H. 

Claudia H. 

Samuel H.  

Anya J. 

Ivy K. 

Nina K. 

Destiny M. 

Reagan M.  

Mikayla R. 

Makenna S. 

Joseph T.  

Sophie W.  

Edward W. 

     May they continue to feel the gift of God’s healing 

love and forgiveness. 

     The Girl Scouts would like to thank everyone who 

bought goodies or made a donation.  They raised 

$1000.00 to help the Lorenz family.  There were some left 

over goodies and the Scouts donated those to Sts. Peter 

and Paul for their lunch program to feed those in need. 
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THE “O ANTIPHONS” OF ADVENT 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE 

JOSEPH THE JUST 

     He is never quoted in the script. He is always in the 

background (where he seems quite content to remain) 

and only comes center stage when there is trouble. Then 

he suddenly disappears from the story altogether. 

     All we know about him is found in one line from today's 

Gospel: Joseph, [Mary's] husband, since he was a 
righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 
decided to divorce her quietly. 
     Yet that one sentence tells us everything. Joseph was 

a "righteous" man: a carpenter, he knew what hard work 

was, he knew what it meant to support a family, to keep a 

small business going, to pay taxes. He conducted his 

affairs with "righteousness," Matthew writes, with justice, 

integrity, and humility. 

     And Joseph was a man of compassion and decency. 

When Mary is discovered to be pregnant, he refuses to 

expose her to the full fury of Jewish Law - which could 

have meant her death; it certainly would have condemned 

her to a life of shame, isolation and poverty. Instead, he 

puts aside whatever anger and hurt he feels and arranges 

to "divorce her quietly." 

     As the Gospel story continues on, Joseph is the loving 

provider and fearless protector of his wife and child. 

     That one sentence from Matthew's Gospel tells us all 

we need to know about Joseph - Joseph the Just. 

 † Though the traditional language qualifies his 

relationship with Jesus as that of "foster father," 

make no mistake: Jesus must have learned a great 

deal about integrity and compassion from his "dad." 

It's not hard to imagine that many of Jesus' teachings 

and stories in his adult years were inspired in part by 

the example of his carpenter father. May we embrace 

the "righteousness" of Joseph the Just in today's 

Advent Gospel: inspired by the example of his 

compassion and decency, may we imitate his humility 

in putting aside our own hurts and doubts, our fears 

and anxieties, in order to be loving spouses, 

protective parents, rocks of stability for our families.† 
From; Connections; December 2016 

     If you have an article to submit, please note the 

publisher’s early bulletin deadline for the holidays: 

            December 22 at 12 noon for the January 1 

bulletin 

Thank You! 

     The Church has been singing the “O” Antiphons since 

at least the eighth century.  They are the antiphons that 

accompany the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer 

from December 17 - 23.  They are a magnificent 

theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from 

the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim 

the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old 

Testament hopes, but present ones as well.  Their 

repeated use of the imperative “Come!” embodies the 

longing of all for the Divine Messiah. 

December 17 -- O Wisdom of our God Most High, 

guiding creation with power and love: come to teach us 

the path of knowledge! 

December 18 -- O Leader of the House of Israel, giver 

of the Law of Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with 

your mighty power! 

December 19 -- O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s 

love for all his people: come to save us without delay! 

December 20 -- O Key of David,  opening the gates of 

God’s eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of 

darkness! 

December 21 -- O Radiant Dawn,  splendor of eternal 

light, sun of justice: come and shine on those who dwell 

in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

December 22 -- O King of all nations and keystone of 

the Church: come and save man, whom you formed from 

the dust! 

December 23 -- O Emmanuel,  our king and Giver of 

Law: come to save us, Lord our God! 



2017 MEDICARE PREMIUMS 
      The federal Centers for Medicare &  Medicaid Services (CMS) recently announced 2017 premiums and deductibles 

for Medicare, as follows:  

     The standard Part B premium amount for 2017 will be $134 (or higher depending on your income). However, most 

people who get Social Security benefits will pay less than this amount. This is because the Part B premium increased 

more than the cost-of-living increase for 2017     Social Security benefits. If you pay your Part B premium through your 

monthly Social Security benefit, you’ll pay less ($109 on average). Social Security will tell you the exact amount you will 

pay for Part B in 2017. You’ll pay the standard premium amount if: 

♦ You enroll in Part B for the first time in 2017. 

♦ You don’t get Social Security benefits. 

♦ You’re directly billed for your Part B premiums. 

♦ You have Medicare and Medicaid, and Medicaid pays your premiums. 

     The annual Medicare Part B deductible will be $183. 

     Deductibles for Part A hospital insurance (the inpatient deductible, for those enrolled in Part A of traditional Medicare) 

will be $1,316 for a hospital stay of up to 60 days. 

     People with low incomes can participate in programs that reduce or even eliminate Part B premiums, deductibles, 

and/or co-payments. The income limit is currently $1,337 per month for a single person and $1,803 for a married couple. 

For information about this, contact Leigh Manalang, MSW, at 314-481-1133 ext. 307. 

 

SENIORS COUNTDOWN TO NOON ON NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Seniors, are you looking to relive the joy and excitement of the New Year’s Eve dances of 

your youth? Join Buder branch library for an extra special New Year’s Eve celebration. 

Instead of counting down to midnight, we will countdown to Noon. The Italian Community 

Band will be featured playing live music suitable for dancing.  Be sure to come and join the 

fun and let’s make the library SWING!  

Saturday, December 31, 11:00 AM – 1:15 PM 

Large Meeting Room, Lower Level 

4401 Hampton Ave., 63109 

 

FREE SMOKE ALARMS AND INSTALLATION 
QUESTION: Someone told me that the Fire Department installs free smoke alarms for senior citizens. Is this true? 

ANSWER: The St. Louis Fire Department will come and install free smoke alarms, replace batteries, give advice on 

proper placement, or even install the smoke alarms that citizens purchase on their own. 

If your smoke alarm uses a 9volt battery, it is recommended to change it at least every year. StLFD installs smoke alarms 

that have 10 year batteries thus the battery lasts as long as the smoke alarm, so no need to change. It is recommended 

that smoke alarms older than 10 years be replaced. Smoke alarms should be tested once a month. Simply press and 

hold the test button. Call 314-289-1929 to request a smoke alarm. 

 

 

 



Tuesday - after 8 am Mass: Perpetual Help Devotions  

Wednesday - 8:45 am—4:00 pm: Church is available for  

Eucharistic Adoration 

First Friday of the month Holy Hour and Benediction 

after the 8:00 AM Mass. 
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Monday, December 19 

8:00 AM - Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

Tuesday, December 20 

8:00 AM - Deceased Bourisaw Family 

 Donald Willman 

Wednesday, December 21 

8:00 AM - Rev. William Britt 

Thursday, December 22 

8:00 AM - Howard Neels 

Friday, December 23 

8:00 AM - Rev. Tim Bannes 

Saturday, December 24 

5:00 PM - Our Parishioners 

10:00 PM - Agnes Kahn 

Sunday, December 25 

10:00 AM - Ana Vlahovljak 

 Karla Roberts 

  

 
  

Parish Office Hours          314-481-1133 
     Monday through Thursday:  8:30 AM — 4:30 PM 
     Friday: 8:30 AM — 3:00 PM 
     Closed Saturdays, Sundays, Holidays and Holy Days 
 

Bulletin Article Deadline 
     Monday at 12:00 PM. prior to the weekend bulletin. 
 

Sacramental Celebrations 
    Eucharist  
       Saturday evening Vigil:  
                4:00 PM  
       Sunday:  
 8:00 AM  
 10:30 AM (nursery available) 
        Monday: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
 8:00 AM  
       Tuesday  through Saturday: Mass 
                 8:00 AM          
       Holy Day:  
    8:00 AM and 7:00 PM   
 

Infant and Child Baptism 
       Baptisms are celebrated at any weekend liturgy or on the 
       last Sunday of the month following the 10:30 am.  
       Eucharist. Parents are asked to call the parish office to  
       arrange a Baptism.  
 

Adult Initiation / Reception into the Catholic Church 
      Any adult who would like to know more about our Catholic  
      faith, and/or who is interested in becoming a member of the 
      Catholic Church, please call the parish office. 
 

Reconciliation 
      Saturdays 3:00 - 3:30 PM 
 

Marriage 
      Please contact one of the clergy at least six months prior to 
      the planned date of marriage. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
     We have a communal celebration of this sacrament at the   
      weekend  liturgies in the fall and in the spring.  
      If you would like to be anointed before entering the  
      hospital or if you are homebound, please call the parish office. 
 

Parish School of Religion  
      Parish School of Religion formal classes in our Catholic Faith  
      Children: 4 yrs. through 8th grade and high school 
      Located on the  campus of St. John the Baptist Parish. 
      Call the PSR Director at 314-773-3070. 
 

Church Nursery  
      Located in the rectory basement during 10:30 AM Mass.    
 Enter by way of the alley.  Staffed by parents. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
     Children ages 4 through second grade are invited to participate 
     and hear the scriptures in a way meaningful to their age.  Held   
     the first Sunday in September through Mother’s Day excluding  
     holidays. 

for our sick and recovering 

  Suzi Beck - James Forgash - Mary Lopinot -  

 Herb Herberts - Irene Hoff - Thomas Lorenz -  

 Bette Mehl - Catherine Messmer - Robert Morse- 

 Dan Nichols - Grace Phillips - Joey Renick -  

 Margaret Ringkamp - Beth Simon  

for our homebound 

     Jeanette Holmer - Rosemary Kobylinski -  

     Florence Morrison - Rose Schuster   
 

  for those in nursing homes 

     Lorraine Burke - Ellie Kearns - Rich Meisemann -

 Cecilia Olson - Gene VanderPluym 
 

 for family members serving in the military 

 Joel Bruce - Derek Hirtz - Brandon Johnson  

     Stephen Napier - Jack Renick - Brian Schoellhorn - 

 Mitch Sollmann - Mark Tisius - Bradley Westcott  

MASS INTENTIONS 

PLEASE PRAY 

DEVOTIONS 
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